provements that they had made under the assumption
it all would be theirs some day ? Treacherous I treacherous
d absurd! When we think the dead both treacherous and
surd, we have gone far towards reconciling ourselves to
sir departure. That note, scribbled in pencil, sent through
5 matron, was unbusinesslike as well as cruel, and de-
based at once the value of the woman who had written
*Ah, well!5 said Mr Wilcox, rising from the table. CI
ouldn't have thought it possible.'
* Mother couldn't have meant it,' said Evie, still frowning.
'No, my girl, of course not.'
'Mother believed so in ancestors too - it isn't like her to
ave anything to an outsider, who'd never appreciate.'
'The whole thing is unlike her,' he announced. 'If Miss
shlegel had been poor, if she had wanted a house, I could
nderstand it a little. But she has a house of her own. Why
lould she want another? She wouldn't have any use for
towards End.'
'That time may prove,5 murmured Charles.
'How?' asked his sister.
'Presumably she knows - mother will have told her. She
ot twice or three times into the nursing home. Presumably
be is awaiting developments.*
'What a horrid woman!' And Dolly, who had recovered,
xied, 'Why, she may be coming down to turn us out
iow!'
Charles put her right, *I wish she would,' he said omin-
>usly, 'I could then deal with her.5
' So could I,5 echoed his father, who was feeling rather in
;he cold. Charles had been kind in undertaking the funeral
arrangements and in telling him to eat his breakfast, but
the boy as he grew up was a little dictatorial, and assumed
the post of chairman too readily. * I could deal with her,
if she comes, but she won't come. You're all a bit hard on
Miss Schlegel.'
'That Paul business was pretty scandalous though,9
*I want no more of the Paul business? Chaxles, as I said
at the time, and besides, it is quite apart from this business.
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